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SALOME Z0URABICHVILI

The President of Georgia

| extend my warmest congratulations to our attorneys on the
Georgian Bans 100th anniversary!

Your profession is one of the oldest. Alongside doctors, you were
one of the first to elaborate ethical norms for your profession and
this is a matter of special significance.

Attorneys professional path has been accompanied by many
obstacles in this country. They managed, however, to carry out
their professional duties even during the Soviet totalitarian peri-
od, whenever they were not direct targets of political pressure.

It was not easy to preserve the dignity and ethics of attorney in
the recent past either but the corps of professionals have saved
face.

Today you are the cornerstone of the State. You are the ones
who protect Human Rights and are pivotal for administering jus-
tice.

You bear an enormous responsibility to strengthen the society’s
faith in the Rule of Law. You bear responsibility for ensuring that
in any circumstances, the truth is established promptly and jus-
tice prevails.

Your professionalism, freedom, impartiality, and integrity are es-
sential factors for strengthening a democratic state.

| wish to express hope that armed with knowledge and experi-
ence, you will always abide by the law and professional ethics
and will be guided by the principles aimed to strengthen the Bar
and therefore the society.

| wish you success in your endeavors!
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GIORGI GAKHARIA

Prime Minister of Georgia

| would like to congratulate all attorneys on their professional day
and the 100th anniversary of the establishment of Georgian legal
profession. | wish them success in their professional activities
and dignity in pursuing the responsibilities.

Adherence to principles and faithfulness in attorney’s activity is
the guarantee for protection of human rights in our country.

| avail myself of this opportunity to express my gratitude to each
attorney who serves the rule of law.
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ARGHIL TALAKVADZE

Chairman of the Parliament of Georgia

Dear lawyers,

| wholeheartedly congratulate you on the 100th anniversary of the
Georgian barristership.

It is important to note that since the establishment of the first
Democratic Republic of Georgia, the Georgian society has taken
it seriously to build a legal state and develop an effective judicial
system. It was with this spirit that the Constitutive Assembly of
the Republic adopted a Decree of November 11, 1919, establish-
ing a Council of Jury Solicitors.

This historic fact has a symbolic importance from today’'s per-
spective because you, Georgian lawyers, continue to contribute
to the democratic development of our country in the footsteps
of the existing centennial traditions of lawyer’s profession. You
facilitate justice, human rights protection and the rule of law with
your daily work. Existence of the Georgian Bar Association, in
which you discuss common issues of interest, develop profes-
sional standards and share knowledge, significantly strengthens
each of you and benefits the justice in general.

On behalf of the Parliament of Georgia, let me convey our readi-
ness to continue cooperating with you on the issues of democrat-
ic consolidation and progress of our country.

Let me once again congratulate you on this remarkable date and
wish you all the success!
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[AZA TAVADZE

President of the Constitutional Court of Georgia

On behalf of the Constitutional Court of Georgia, let me congrat-
ulate the Georgian Bar Association on 100th anniversary.

The Georgian Bar Association is entrusted with a key role in the
course of effective administration of justice in Georgia. The legal
profession allows citizens to protect their rights guaranteed by
the Constitution and laws. Hence, a qualified legal service serves
as an essential element to ensure the protection of the rule of law
and the proper administration of justice.

The Georgian Bar Association has come a long way since it
was founded. Along with a legal framework on practising law,
the quality of legal education has changed considerably; the
standards of the legal profession have been improved and trust
towards the bar has increased. All of these, allows citizens to
protect their interests by way of qualified legal assistance and,
thereby, contributes to the effective functioning of justice.

| do heartedly congratulate the Georgian Bar Association with its
centennial anniversary! | am confident the legal profession will
continue to develop irreversibly in Georgia.
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The year of 2019 is of special significance for the Georgian Bar
Association. It has been a century since during the independence
of the first republic of Georgia, namely in 1919, the Council of
Advocates was established and the history of the Georgian Bar
started to be written.

Today, the Georgian Bar Association is a powerful, independent
organization that brings together about 5,000 lawyers in the fields
of general, civil and criminal law.

On behalf of the Supreme Court of Georgia, | cordially congratu-
late the Bar Association on its centennial celebration as well as on
a professional day — November 8th!

Lawyers, as parties to justice, have enormous role in protecting
the rights and legitimate interests of each person involved in the
legal proceedings. Highly qualified lawyers and their professional
work based on the best interests of a client as well as respect
of high professional standards are the best guides in the admin-
istration of justice, thereby, supporting judges in dealing with the
law and making decisions on the basis of principle of equality of
the parties.

In recent years, the Bar Association has made remarkable pro-
gress in gaining high reputation by introducing a high-standard
Bar Exams as well as by delivering interesting CLE programs for
its members. The judges are also the part of this process.

The existence of a strong professional union of lawyers has a
positive impact over the administration of justice, the right of every
person to a fair trial and, in general, over the development of the
legal profession, which is one of the most important achievements
of an independent and strong State.

| congratulate each and every member of the Bar Association
on the centennial anniversary, wishing you more success in your
career and personal life!

| wish you courage, strength and independence to represent your
clients in a good faith and to serve the values that safeguard the
rights and freedoms of every individual.
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GARL HARTIELL

Ambassador of the European Union to Georgia

100th Year Anniversary of the Georgian Bar Association
Dear Mr Asatiani,

| would like to congratulate you, your colleagues and all lawyers
in Georgia on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the Geor-
gian Bar Association.

Over the last century, the legal profession in Georgia has experi-
enced many challenges. Yet today it benefits from a modem bar
association, one of the major pillars to support the Rule of Law
principles in the country.

| am very happy that the European Union has been able to assist
the Georgian Bar Association over the last decade in promoting
fair and efficient legal services in Georgia.

| appreciate the very close and fruitful cooperation we are enjoy-
ing with the Georgian Bar, as well as your strong relationships
with lawyers) associations based in EU Member States.

Let me finally wish the Georgian Bar Association great success
in the years to come!
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CRISTIAN URSE

The Head of the Council of Europe Office in Georgia

The 100 years anniversary of the Profession of Lawyer is cele-
brated this year in Georgia. | take this opportunity to congratulate
all individual lawyers, as well as the Georgian Bar Association on
successfully achieving this milestone. Lawyers play a crucial role
in the administration of justice. Recommendation Rec(2000)21
of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on The
freedom of exercise of the profession of lawyer encourages the
Member States to take “all necessary measures to respect, pro-
tect and promote the freedom of exercise of the profession of
lawyer”. This is vital to ensure that access to justice and fair
trial principles flowing from the European Convention on Human
Rights are effectively implemented.

Let independence, diligence and fairness guide the professional
work of all individual lawyers, to the benefit of citizens.
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ELIZABETH ROOD

Chargé d>Affaires, a.i.

Jf we desire respect for the law, we must first make the law
respectable”.

-Louis D. Brandeis, Associate Justice, Supreme Court of the Unit-
ed States

(1916-1939)

To the Georgian Bar Association:

Congratulations on this occasion of the 100th anniversary of the
Georgian Bar Association! | applaud every attorney and GBA
member who works tirelessly to advocate for those accused of
wrongdoing and who fight to protect clients interests within the
framework of Georgian law.

The attorney is a vital part of the justice system and necessary
to ensure that rule of law is followed in a modern democracy. As
attorneys, you have a very challenging job which requires you
to balance your duties as officers of the court with your ethical
obligation to act as zealous advocates for your clients. Although
at times this may be difficult to put into practice, your hard work
is necessary to ensure that Georgia has a reliable, trustworthy,
and credible legal system for your clients. Although at times this
may be difficult to put into practice, your hard work is necessary
to ensure that Georgia has a reliable, trustworthy, and credible
legal system for your citizens. This requires you to work with
prosecutors, judges, and defend other attorneys in a professional
manner but also requires you to promote justice and defend the
rule of law by maintaining your own independence from outside
influences and to protect your clients against even the appear-
ance of arbitrary power or pressure. In doing this. You should
always be guided by your standards of professional conduct and
remember that if you act ethically and work diligently. Your ac-
tions will improve the image of Georgian attorneys and the entire
Georgian justice system.

Once again, congratulations and good luck in your future en-
deavors!!
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Dear colleagues,

On behalf of the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe
(CCBE), which represents the bars and law societies of 45 coun-
tries, and through them more than 1 million European lawyers, |
wish to extend our warmest congratulations on the occasion of
the 100th anniversary of the independent professional union of
Georgian advocates.

Independence is of the utmost importance not only for us, law-
yers, but also for the functioning of the whole judiciary in a dem-
ocratic society, and the rule of law in general. As lawyers, we are
the guardians of the rule of law and often the first to ensure the
efficient protection of the fundamental and legitimate rights and
interests of citizens in our countries.

Nowadays the Georgian Bar Association has become an essen-
tial advocate and source of support for Georgian lawyers, as a
safeguard for quality and the reliability of the justice system in
Georgia by ensuring the independence of the legal profession
and providing high professional standards in legal practice.

The Georgian Bar Association has already been an active ob-
server member of the CCBE for more than ten years, and we
look forward to furthering our fruitful cooperation in the future to
promote our common values, the rule of law and the core princi-
ples of our profession in your country as well as all over Europe.

We send all our best wishes to Georgian lawyers and the Geor-
gian Bar Association on the occasion of the 100th anniversary of
the professional union of advocates in Georgia and wish every
success to the Georgian Bar Association in carrying out its mis-
sion and important role representing Georgian lawyers.
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President of the European Association of Lawyers

On behalf of the European Association of Lawyers | have a pleasure
to send my best greetings and wishes to all Georgian Lawyers on
the occasion of the 100 anniversary of independent legal profession
in Georgia.

Activities and works performed by the Georgian Bar Association
have been seen by many as model ones how the Bar Association
should act for the benefit of citizens, rule of law and lawyers. The
GBA is a true defender of fundamental values of the profession of
a lawyer, protecting its independence and fighting for freedom of
performing lawyers’ tasks. For defense of professional secrecy or
representing citizens’ interests many advocates were persecuted,
threatened or even imprisoned but the Bar has never failed to fight
for them. For this work the former President Zaza Khatiashvili was
awarded by the Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe in
2016 with the very prestigious prize for human rights defenders.

The GBA not only supports its members but also introduces solu-
tions to keep the highest quality and ethical standards that are cru-
cial for those who benefit from legal advice and legal representation.

The Georgian Bar Association is also very active in the field of for-
eign cooperation, in exchanging knowledge, among the others in
such modern areas as Artificial Intelligence, in improving initial and
continuing legal education in accordance with international stand-
ards. As the President of the European Association of Lawyers |
highly appreciate GBA' s active role in our Association and your per-
sonal work as the member of the board of AEA-EAL which further
develops a strong position of your Bar in the international legal
community.

Mr. President, please accept my sincere congratulations to the
Georgian Bar Association, being in our eyes the leader of the Re-
gion and let me wish further excellent development which surely
will be achieved due to your constant efforts to strengthen the role of
lawyers as guarantors of rule of law in your beautiful country.
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HORACIO BERNADES-NETO

President of the International Bar Association

This year the legal community of Georgia celebrates the 100th
anniversary of Georgian Bar Association and Georgian Legal
Profession. On behalf of the International Bar Association (IBA)
| would like to congratulate the Georgian Bar Association and
its members on this significant milestone. For a hundred years
Georgian Bar Association and members of Georgian legal com-
munity made a huge progress in creating and supporting of re-
liable and reputable justice system in Georgia, by ensuring in-
dependence of legal profession and providing high professional
standards in legal practice.

The Georgian lawyers had to overcome many difficulties and
obstacles to reach the heights of professional development. Even
though it turns approximately thirty years now as Georgia gained
its independence and currently it is on the way of advancing
itself into legally and economically sustainable state, the legal
community has managed to keep up with the rapid progress of
international legal market by seeking to implement international
ethic standards and best practices on a local level.

As you might know, the 100th anniversary coincides with the
IBA Europe-Caucasus-Asia Forum which we hold again in your
beautiful country just a week before the celebration of your great
Georgian Bar. Thus, the IBA underlines its strong commitment
and support for the legal profession of Georgia.

| wish you a great celebration and confidence in the future of the
legal profession in Georgia, which is the safeguard of the inde-
pendence of your profession and the Rule of Law in your country.
| promise you all that the IBA will always be at your side in this
important endeavor!

| would like to express my respect and best wishes to the GBA
and its members and continues support in enhancing the quality
of justice in Georgia.
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